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PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY
A highly motivated Ph.D. candidate specializing in migration attitudes, with a
strong background in economics and public policy. Proven ability to conduct
data analysis, teach at university level, and coordinate events. Extensive
language skills and an engaging public speaker. Dedicated to community
involvement and making a positive impact.

SINCE 2021United Nations University, UNU-MERIT &
Maastricht University, Maastricht
Ph.D. studies in Innovation, Economics, Governance and
Sustainable Development
Research focus: Attitudes towards refugee immigration
Supervisors: Melissa Siegel, Bruno Martorano, Laura Metzger

2019- 2021Sciences Po, Paris
Master in Public Policy
Specialization: Economics and Public Policy
Final grade: 4.0/4.0
Thesis: “Benefits on-site or to take away: A panel data
analysis on how infrastructures shape emigration”

2014- 2019Johannes Gutenberg University (JGU), Mainz

1) Bachelor of Arts in Political Science
Final grade: 1.0 (very good)
Thesis: “Analysis of the effects of economic inequality and migration
on the election success of right populist parties in Western Europe”

2) Bachelor of Science: Management and Economics
Final grade: 1.2 (very good)
Thesis: “Income or status – what do we need to be happy? 
An economic analysis”

American University, Washington D. C. 2016

Washington Semester Program (Studies & Internship)
Seminar Concentration: Foreign Policy
Grade Point Average: 4.0/4.0

European University Institute (EUI), Florence

2013

3-month research visit under the supervision of Martin Ruhs

Starkenburg Gymnasium, Heppenheim
Secondary Education
Specialization in English and Politics & Economics
Abitur (university entrance exams) grade: 1.0 (very good)

2024

SKILLS

Digital skills

In-depth knowledge of MS

Office, Stata, atlas.ti

Working knowledge of R,

Overleaf, DMS

Soft skills

Mental Health First Aid

Certificate

Experience as mentor and tutor

Experience with giving

presentation skills workshops

Presenting and communication

experience in different settings

(academic conferences,

ministries, schools, debate club) 

Metalearning skills (e.g., courses

by Jim Kwik)

LANGUAGES
German (Native), English (C2),
French (C1), Spanish (B1)



WORK EXPERIENCE
SINCE 2021Doctoral Researcher at UNU-MERIT & Maastricht

University, Maastricht
Teaching courses on public and microeconomics,
migration and trade; Organization of academic
conferences with up to 100 participants; Coordination of
the Development Economics Group; Reserach project
involvement to evaluate a labor & skills partnership
program; Reviewer for Journal of Population Economics

2017

Working Student at the KfW Development Bank,
Frankfurt a. M. 
Participation in projects of the country team Southeast
Europe/Turkey mainly related to the areas of migration,
energy, and financial markets

Head of the EU Working Group at the Institute of
Political Science at Mainz University, Mainz
Organization of meetings, chairing discussions, support
in organizing an academic conference 

Intern at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Washington Office, Washington D.C.
Writing a research paper on the US energy market and
short reports on political events relevant to MIT

2018-2019

2018

2017-2018

Microeconomics Tutor at the Institute of Business
and Economics at Mainz University, Mainz
Preparing and delivering tutorials for ~50 bachelor’s students

Intern at the Leibniz Centre for European Economic
Research (ZEW), Mannheim
Assisting in a migration project, e. g. data analyses and
interpretations with “Stata”, presentation of my results,
further research tasks

Deutscher Bundestag - Office of Christine
Lambrecht (Member of Parliament), Berlin

Small research tasks; participation in internship program

2016

2014

PUBLICATIONS
Hillenbrand, Tobias, Bruno Martorano, Laura Metzger & Melissa Siegel, 
   2025, Humanitarian concerns and threat perceptions: An analysis of the 
   key drivers of refugee attitudes in Germany, Migration Studies, 13 (3)
Hillenbrand, Tobias, Bruno Martorano & Melissa Siegel, 2025, Not as 
   innocent as it seems? The effects of "neutral" messaging on refugee
   attitudes, UNU-MERIT Working Paper 2025-011
Hillenbrand, Tobias & Melissa Siegel, 2025, Reforms welcome?! This is 
   where Germans agree on refugee and asylum migration, Blog post 
   website UNU-MERIT
Hillenbrand, Tobias, Bruno Martorano, Laura Metzger & Melissa Siegel, 
   2024, The power of narratives: How framing refugee migration impacts 
   attitudes and political support towards refugees, UNU-MERIT Working 
   Paper 2024-007
Hillenbrand, Tobias, Bruno Martorano, Laura Metzger & Melissa Siegel, 
   2023, How humanitarian are Germans towards refugees?, UNU-MERIT 
   Working Paper 2023-033

COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT
Co-Initiator and coordinator of a

local migration network in Maastricht

(since 2024)

Volunteer work in the Children’s

Lending Library at St. James  in

Florence (2024)

Volunteer work in the Advocacy

Team of the Refugee Project

Maastricht (2021-2022)

House committee member and

sports coordinator in the Fondation

Suisee in Paris (2020-2021) 

Volunteer for Save Me in Mainz -

supporting refugees (2016)

Assistant coach, team captain and

football player for Starkenburgia

Heppenheim (2008-2013)

Altar boy, summer camp coordinator

in the church paris St. Peter

Heppenheim (2004-2013)

Leads Generator for BioSolar, Brisbane
Employment during a work & travel stay in Australia

2013-2014

SCHOLARSHIPS
AND AWARDS

UNU-MERIT Fellowship (since

2021)

Master’s degree with summa cum

laude distinction (2021)

Sciences Po scholarship of the

German Academic Exchange Service

(DAAD) (2019-2021)

Cusanuswerk scholarship (2014-

2021)

Dean’s List, American University

(2016)

Promos Scholarship of the DAAD

(2016)

Sparkassenpreis for exceptional

Abitur results (2013)

Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy (IFSH),
Hamburg

Support for research projects, mainly around new forms of war

2016


