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Reference Materials
The Ubuntu Declaration 
The Ubuntu Declaration was signed during the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002.  
It provided conceptual underpinnings for the strategy of the ESD programme of UNU-IAS and the concept of RCEs. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE UBUNTU DECLARATION
Education, Science & Technology for Sustainable Development

In an effort to make integrated solutions work for sustainable development and to mobilize the education sector to 
contribute to sustainable development; 

We, the education and scientific organizations of the world, 

United Nations University; United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization; African Academy of 
Science; International Council for Science; International Association of Universities; Copernicus-Campus; Global Higher 
Education for Sustainability Partnership; Science Council of Asia; Third World Academy of Sciences; University Leaders 
for a Sustainable Future; and World Federation of Engineering Organizations, 

Call for an initiative to strengthen science and technology education for sustainable development. 

Cognizant that integrated solutions for sustainable development depend on the continued and effective 
application of science and technology, and that education is critical in galvanizing the approach to the 
challenges of sustainable development. 

Endorsing the Earth Charter as the inspiring, fundamental and balanced set of principles and guidelines for 
building a just, sustainable and peaceful global society in the 21st century, which should permeate all levels and 
sectors of education. 

Noting that science is all science - natural, social and human. 

Recognizing the necessity to bridge the knowledge gap between the nations of the world through a fundamental 
redress of the distribution of education for sustainability. 

Acknowledging that the ultimate goal of education in all its forms is to impart knowledge, skills and values to 
empower people to bring about changes. 

Concerned that education has not been utilized as a vehicle for attaining sustainable development. 

Reaffirming the indispensable role of education in achieving sustainable development, and the important role 
education plays in the mobilization of science and technology for sustainability as contained in Chapter 36 of 
Agenda 21. 

Recalling the Lüneburg Declaration on Higher Education for Sustainable Development of 10 October 2001, and 
its emphasis on the indispensable role of higher education informing and supporting all education in addressing 
the critical challenges of sustainable development. 

And recognizing that the Scientific and Technological community, as represented by the International Council 
for Science, Third World Academy of Sciences, and World Federation of Engineering Organizations in the 
WSSD process has called for a new social contract between science and technology and society for sustainable 
development. 

Determined to work towards the goals contained in the Millennium Declaration, Monterrey Consensus and the 
Doha Development Declaration. 

Call on Governments of the World Summit for Sustainable Development and the Post-Summit agenda to: 

Designate educators as the tenth stakeholder group in the WSSD process. 

Call on educators, Government and all relevant stakeholders to: 

Review the programmes and curricula of schools and universities, in order to better address the challenges and 
opportunities of sustainable development, with a focus on: 
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•	 Plans at the local, regional and national country levels; 
•	 Creating learning modules which bring skills, knowledge, reflections, ethics and values together in  

a balanced way; 
•	 Problem-based education at primary and secondary levels in order to develop integrated and non-

instrumental approaches to problem solving at an early stage in the education cycle; 
•	 Problem-based scientific research in tertiary education, both as a pedagogical approach and as a 

research function; 

Promote efforts to attract young people to the teacher profession both to meet the Millennium Development goals 
of universal access to primary education as well as to further strengthen primary, secondary and tertiary education. 
In developed countries the major challenge in the coming years will be to offset the high outflows of experienced 
teachers reaching retirement age or taking up other challenges.

Develop mechanisms to continuously inform teachers and update programmes on major progress in scientific and 
technological knowledge relevant for sustainable development.

Promote knowledge transfers in innovative ways in order to speed up the process of bridging gaps and inequalities 
in knowledge. This is the shared responsibility of teachers, schools, research and education institutions and 
governments.

To achieve these challenges and objectives, we are resolved to work towards a new global learning space on 
education and sustainability that promotes cooperation and exchange between institutions at all levels and in all 
sectors of education around the world. This space must be developed on the basis of international networks of 
institutions and the creation of regional centres of excellence, which bring together universities, polytechnics, and 
institutions of secondary education and primary schools. We invite all other responsible stakeholders to join us in 
this endeavour. 


